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Introduction...
by Bill Oetting

NOTICE -  Wanted - Read and Alive
   The Bibliography listed in each Issue of the PASPCR
Newsletter will be phased out at the end of 2004 -
UNLESS - we can enlist the help of someone to take
over. If you have a subscription to Current Contents
(or any other literature awareness service), you could
do this in just 1-2 hr every 3 months. The current
PASPCR Bibliographer, after 10 years, has decided
that other more pressing issues, such as organizing the
IPCC in 2005, will consume too much of his time, and
this literature search will end unless a volunteer steps
forth to take it over. We would be happy to provide
you with the searching keywords and algorithms used
to generate the different categories of references listed
in the PASPCR Bibliography. Want the adulation of
your peers for years to come?  Contact Bill Oetting or
Vince Hearing.

The PASPCR Newsletter is published quarterly
and is intended to serve as a means of communica-
tion for the members of our Society.  You are in-
vited to contribute articles, or other information you
feel will be of interest to members of the PASPCR.
If you attend a scientific meeting and have heard
results which you think will be of interest to the
membership of the PASPCR, please write a few
paragraphs summarizing what was presented and
share it with us.  Any information on upcoming
meetings of interest will be added to the “Calendar
of Events”.  This is your newsletter, and we de-
pend upon you to help us make sure it best serves
the Society’s needs.  Contributions and comments
can be sent to me, preferably by E-mail, to
bill@lenti.med.umn.edu.

   The PASPCR Web Site is the major, up-to-date
source of current information for the PASPCR
membership and for individuals who are interested
in the PASPCR.  If there is additional information
that you would like to see on the Web site, or you
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would like to include information of past PASPCR
activities, please let me know and I will add them.

New Internet Addresses
   The web server for the PASPCR and IFPCS
websites is in the process of being changed.  The
internet address for the PASPCR website will now
be paspcr.med.umn.edu and the address for the
IFPCS web site is now ifpcs.med.umn.edu. Of
course, paspcr.org and ifpcs.org will take you di-
rectly to the home page for each.  The domain name
ipcc.info will take you to the IPCC web site, pro-
viding you the most up to date information on the
International Pigment Cell Conference which will be
held on September 18 - 22, 2005 at the Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel in Reston, VA.

 Don’t forget to register for the XIIth Annual
Meeting of the PASPCR, to be held in Irvine, Califor-
nia.  You will need to register both for the meeting and
your hotel room. Go to the registration page of the
PASPCR for more information.

Member Contact Information Issue
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The PanAmerican Society for
Pigment Cell Ressarch

   C/O Dr. Raymond E. Boissy
Department of Dermatology
University of Cincinnati
231 Bethesda Avenue
Cincinnati, OH  45267-0592

Officers:
Zalfa Abdel-Malek,

President
John Pawelek

President-elect
Raymond E. Boissy
Secretary/Treasurer

Council Members:
Gregory Barsh
Murray Brilliant

Gisella Erf
Bryan Fuller

Ruth Halaban
Seth Orlow

Brian Potterf
Manickam Sugumaran

Richard Swank

IFPCS Represenative:
Richard A. King

past-President PASPCR

Calendar of Events:

June 24-27, 2004  XIIth Meeting of the PanAmeri-
can Society for Pigment Cell Research, to be held
in Irvine, California.
Contact: Frank Myskins.
E-mail: flmeyske@uci.edu
Web: www.paspcr.org

July 22-24, 2004  International Skin Cancer Confer-
ence, Zurich, CH
President: Günter Burg
Contact: Reinhard Dummer
Phone: +41 1 255 88 37
Fax: +41 1 255 44 03
E-mail: nicole.brunner@usz.ch
Web: www.skincancer.ch

Sept 22-25, 2004  XIIth Meeting of the European So-
ciety for Pigment Cell Research, to be held in
Paris, France.
Contact: Dr. Lionel LaRue
E-mail: Lionel.Larue@curie.fr
Web: http://espcr2004.curie.fr/

Nov 27-28, 2004 The 18th Annual Meeting of the
Japanese Society for Pigment Cell Research, to
be held in Kumamoto City, Japan.
Contact:  Dr. Toshiro Kageshita
E-mail:  toshiro@kaiju.medic.kumamoto-u.ac.jp

Sept 18-22, 2005 XIVth International Pigment Cell
Conference (IPCC), to be held near Washington
DC, USA.
Contact: Dr. Vince. Hearing
E-mail: hearingv@nih.gov
Web: www.ipcc.info

The PASPCR Newsletter is published quarterly by
the PanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell Research.
All views are those of the authors.  For further infor-
mation or to submit articles, please contact members
of the Publications Committee.

Publications Committee:
William S. Oetting, Ph.D.
Editor
  University of Minnesota
  Department of Medicine- Genetics
  MMC 485
  420 Delaware St. SE
  Minneapolis, MN 55455
  (612) 624-1139
  bill@lenti.med.umn.edu

Manickam Sugumaran, PhD
  Univ of Massachusetts at Boston
  Department of Biology
  100 Marrissey Boulevard
  Boston, MA 02125
  (617) 287-6600
  manickam.sugumaran@umb.edu

Richard T. Swank, PhD
  Roswell Park Cancer Institute
  Department of Molecular & Cell Biology
  Elm and Carlton Streets
  Buffalo, NY 14263
  (716) 845-3429
  richard.swank@roswellpark.edu

If you know of future meetings that you feel would be
of interest to the PASPCR membership, please let us
know.
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Corporate Sponsors
by Raymond E. Boissy

The PASPCR would like to acknowledge and thank
our Corporate Sponsors; the list below reflects con-
tributions over the past 2 years. Financial gifts from
these sponsors have allowed our Society to increase
benefits to the membership far out of proportion to
the actual dues collected from members. Monies con-
tributed by these sponsors have been used over the
years to support various PASPCR functions including
our Young Investigator Award program, meeting travel
stipends, annual meeting expenses and this Newslet-
ter.

   GOLD Corporate Patrons
      Procter and Gamble Co.
      Shiseido Co, Ltd.
      Combe, Inc.

   SILVER Corporate Patrons
      Avon Products, Inc.
      Galderma Laboratories, Inc
      Stiefel Laboratories

PASPCR on the ‘net’ for 10 Years
by Bill Oetting

The PASPCR has had an internet presence for over
10 years.  The PASPCR was officially put on-line as a
Gopher site on February 28th, 1994 by DeWayne
Townsend.  This site contained information both for
the PASPCR and the IFPCS, which included the first
copy of the InterPig Database.  The first Web page
was available in 1995, initially created by Vince Hear-
ing and later moved that year to a University of Min-
nesota web server, where it has remained.  As stated
in the last issue of the PASPCR Newsletter, the
PASPCR web site has been receiving visits form all
over the world.  Over 40% of our visits come from
outside the United States.  This is a powerful (and
inexpensive) way to get our information about our so-
ciety to other individuals interested in pigment biology.
   Please check out the PASPCR web site at
paspcr.org.  Forward any suggestions to me and I
will try to incorporate them into the website.  This site
belongs to the PASPCR membership, and your input
is necessary to make sure that this information reflects
the PASPCR community.

PASPCR Election Results
by Raymond E. Boissy

Congratulations to the new members of the PASPCR
council.  Or new council members for the 2004-2006
term are:

Gregory Barsh
Murray Brilliant and
Seth Orlow

We would like to thank:

Thomas J. Hornyak
Glynis Scott and
Miri Seiberg

for their service from 2001 to 2003.

Thank you!!!

The ‘Coat Colors of Mice’
the electronic version
by Bill Oetting

The Coat Colors of Mice, A Model for Mamma-
lian Gene Action and Interaction, by Willys K. Sil-
vers, originally published by Springer Verlag in 1979,
has been Adapted for the Web by the Mouse Ge-
nome Informatics (MGI) group at The Jackson Labo-
ratory, Bar Harbor, Maine.  The web address is
www.informatics.jax.org/wksilvers/.  This website
contains text from the book, including hyperlinks for
references, pictures of mutant mice and pages from
the Jackson Laboratories Mouse genome Informatics
database.  The Principal Investigator for this project is
Janan T. Eppig, Senior Staff Scientist at the Jackson
Laboratory and text entry, graphics, and HTML ad-
aptation is being done by Paul Szauter.  The MGI group
is asking for comments on this site, so check it out and
let then know what you think.
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Lynn’s Column
by Lynn Lamoreux

How fine it is that we have been able to cryopreserve
our CONGENIC MODEL, a set of mice for our use
and the use of people who study our pleiotropic
effects.  These mice are now becoming available at
WWW.MMRRC.org.

When you look at the Mouse Mutant Research
Resources page you will not see our group of mice
neatly organized as they are in the table provided here.
It may be easier to find your mouse on the table and
check its number.  The number, for example number
136, indicates the MMRRC order number, which
includes the 136.  Or go to the MMRRC web site,
under available strains, and look for the locus or
genotype of interest.  Our mouse number 137 is the
second mouse on their list.  IF, and only if, that
particular stock is already cryopreserved and
available, there is an asterisk next to the number on

                 Locus             Source (web address)
Inbred Strain http://www.mmrrc.org/strains/136/0136.html
inbred strain, agouti, MyoVa, Tyrp1 http://www.mmrrc.org/strains/137/0137.html
Agouti, Endothelin Receptor B http://www.mmrrc.org/strains/138/0138.html
Tyrosinase http://www.mmrrc.org/strains/139/0139.html
Tyrosinase http://www.mmrrc.org/strains/142/0142.html
Dopachrome tautomerase http://www.mmrrc.org/strains/150/0150.html
silver
silver, Tyrosinase-related protein 1
ruby-eye 2
agouti, nonagouti
agouti, nonagouti
agouti, nonagouti, tyrosinase
extension, Melanocortin receptor 1
Attractin
Microphthalmia
PAX3
Kit
Endothelin Receptor B
Endothelin 3
Adamts2
Adamts2, Melanocortin receptor 1
Tyrosinase, Dopachrome tautomerase, Tyrosinase related protein 1
Kitl

the table included here.  Otherwise, we are working
on it.

Another resource is new.  If you would like a CD
with photographs of all (almost, soon) these mice, just
contact Lynn Lamoreux at
MLLamoreux@hotmail.com.  At present, the CD gives
you pictures in gif format, you must dig through them
to find what you want, but at least all are pigment
mutants.  Eventually the disk will be searchable by key
words, and connectable to the relevant web sites, ours,
MMRRC, JAX and our cell bank that contains several
cell lines that are congenic with the mice stored at
MMRRC.  But that will take a while.  You might as
well admire the photos now.  They may be used but
not copywrited.

 REMEMBER, as they say at MMRRC.  They didn’t
actually say use it or lose it.   They said:  “The best way
to ensure the continuing maintenance of these stocks is
to use them.”
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Pigment Cell Development Group
Workshop

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

    As most of you know the Pigment Cell Development
Interest Group has had three meetings to date.  The
first and third were one-day Satellite Meetings held in
conjunction with the International Pigment Cell Society
meetings held in Nagoya in 1999 and Amsterdam in
2002.  The group expressed an interest in having
focused workshops situated between the International
Conferences.  The first of these workshops was a
three-day gathering in 2001 at the National Institutes
of Health Campus.

    We are pleased to announce that we have reserved
the same facilities on the National Institutes of Health
Campus in Bethesda Maryland, USA for a workshop
to be held from April 28 to April 30th, 2004.    A
limited number of travel fellowships are available.

    The website is now available for registration: http:/
/www.genome.gov/11509839

There are several important deadlines to consider:

If you would like to apply for a travel fellowship,
your registration and abstract  must be completed

by February 14th so that we can notify you by Feb-
ruary 29th if you will receive the funding.

For everyone including travel fellowship recipients,
You must confirm you own hotel reservations by
March 16th if you would like to take advantage of
the conference rates.  Information is on the website.
After this date, we must give up the remaining rooms
or we will have to pay for them.

Also, if you would like to be considered for an oral
presentation of your abstract, please register by
March 16th so we can plan the program.

Please feel free to contact anyone of us if you have
any questions or suggestions.

Best wishes:

IFPCS DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY GROUP.
Co-chairs:
Robert Kelsh, UK     bssrnk@bath.ac.uk
Hiroaki Yamamoto, JAPAN
       hyamamot@mail.cc.tohoku.ac.jp
Bill Pavan, USA  bpavan@mail.nih.gov

For more information, go to the web site at:
Web Site: http://www.genome.gov/11509839.

2004 Pigment Cell Development
Workshop
The Cloisters
National Institutes of Health
Bethesda, Md.
April 28-30, 2004
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We are looking for:

items to include in the PASPCR Newsletter.  Please
send in information that you have on:

Meetings of interest
Reports on meetings you have attended
News about PASPCR members
Short stories
Interesting graphics

or anything else you think that the PASPCR member-
ship would be interested in reading.  Please email your
contributions to bill@lenti.med.umn.edu.

Thanks!

Research in the PASPCR

    In the last issue of the PASPCR newsletter, we
began a new section that will highlight the major
research focus of laboratories of PASPCR members.
Our hope is that this information will be useful to all
within the PASPCR by presenting the major research
project in our laboratories and possibly opening doors
for collaboration.  In this issue, John Pawelek describes
some of the projects in his laboratory.

    John Pawelek is a Senior Research Scientist at the
Yale University School of Medicine. His most recent
research collaborators are David Bermudes, PhD,
Ashok Chakraborty, PhD, Tamara Handerson, MD,
Rossitza Lazova, MD, Brooks Low, PhD, James Platt.
BS, Reena Rupani, medical student, and Stefano Sodi,
BS. Dr. Pawelek’s career has focused on mechanisms
of melanoma pigmentation and metastatic progression.
Achievements from his group include establishment of
cell culture systems for studying the action of MSH
(melanocortin); identification of MSH receptors; dem-
onstration that MSH receptors are upregulated by UV
light; demonstration that in addition to melanogenesis,
MSH regulates melanoma cell motility and morphol-
ogy; discovery of TYRP-2 (dopachrome
tautomerase); and commercial development of
MelasynTM, a class of water soluble, plant derived
melanins for use in sun-protection and self-tanning. For
the past 10 years, Dr. Pawelek has studied a long-
proposed theory that melanoma metastasis is caused
by hybridization between tumor-invading phagocytes
and melanoma cells of the primary tumor. These stud-
ies have led to recent discoveries of common expres-
sion of macrophage-like glycosylation in human mela-
noma, and associations between this aberrant
glycosylation, abnormal pigmentation, and tumor me-
tastasis. The macrophage-like characteristics of hu-
man melanomas have led to development of new treat-
ment therapies based on targeting tumors with bacte-
rial vectors expressing macrophage recognition capa-
bilities.

See you in sunny California

The PASPCR XIIth Annual Meeting
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Letter from the PCR Editor
Dear Colleagues :
     Time has a way of flying by and that has been quite
true of my tenure as Editor of Pigment Cell
Research. The term of the Editor is 5 years, which
seems like a long time at the beginning but in reality it
goes by very quickly. I’ve been immensely pleased by
the progress of the journal over that time span and I
suppose all of you are aware of its expansion in terms
of pages per volume, number of color figures, impact
factor, and yes, even subscription fee. While we all
would like to keep the price of the journal where it was
for many years, the reality of inflation eventually takes
a toll and after 6 years at a stagnant price, the publisher
recently had to increase the price of the journal, even
the discounted member cost, to keep pace with rising
costs. The alternative (decreases in pages, color, etc.)
is simply not worth thinking about. It has taken too
much to build the journal to its current state to slip
backwards.
     The sum of our efforts to improve the journal have
paid off in many ways. I think that the Reviews featured
in each issue have been extremely valuable to our
members and the wide citation of those in the literature
has benefited us as well. Perhaps the most common
feedback I have heard over the years has been about
the quality and usefulness of those Reviews. It may be
transparent to you, but the number of articles submitted
has risen dramatically in recent years and is at an all
time-high at the moment. This means less than 50% of
manuscripts submitted can be accepted for publication,
which makes some authors unhappy I know, but we
simply have no choice about that and the increase in
quality of manuscripts keeps the pressure on to improve
the status of the journal. As a measure of growth, from
44 Articles submitted in 2000, those have increased
each year and in 2003, 68 Articles were submitted (this
year we have 68 submissions already and the
publication year is only 50% completed). The rejection
rate has also slowly increased from 35% in 2000 to a
current rate of >50%. We have accommodated the
increase in part because of the 25% increase in allotted
pages in each issue, and in part because we now pay
for about 20 extra pages in each issue, either from
page charges assessed to authors for exceeding the
standard limit of 7 journal pages per article, or from
the Editor’s budget. If you want to see more details
about journal activities and statistics, please visit the
Web Site at www.pigment.org and look at the PCR
Statistics page. I have also recently updated the Top
50 Cited Articles in PCR and you can see there the
rapidly rising articles that are being highly cited.

     So what does the future hold for Pigment Cell
Research? I think the picture is quite bright at this point.
From many perspectives, the key measure of any journal
is its Impact Factor and ours has been climbing steadily
(for 6 straight years actually). The final number for
2003 won’t be known for another month or two but if it
was calculated today (early February) it would be a
little above 2.50. That is quite an improvement from
the days when we hovered around 1.00 and that number
puts us solidly in the top half of the highly competitive
Cell Biology category of Current Contents. Can we do
better? Absolutely, and I think that is destined to happen
as only the strongest of papers submitted will be
published in Pigment Cell Research in the future.
     Even better, the next Editor of the journal has been
chosen by the IFPCS Council, and Prof. Colin Goding
has taken on that challenge with enthusiasm. You will
no doubt be hearing soon of his plans to take Pigment
Cell Research to the next level, and I know that
everyone will be united behind him to continue the
growth and dynamics of our journal during his term. At
this point, I have another 6 months or so before beginning
to turn my duties over to his office and I still welcome
feedback from all scientists in the field on how to improve
the journal and make it more useful to all of us.
     Congratulations to the two PCR Award winners for
2003. The Glynis Scott laboratory won the Outstanding
Article Award for 2003 for their article entitled “The
cAMP Signaling Pathway Has Opposing Effects on
Rac and Rho in B16F10 Cells: Implications for Dendrite
Formation in Melanocytic Cells” published in Pigment
Cell Research 2003; 16: 139-148. Dr. Mayuko
Kumasaka from the Yamamoto laboratory was selected
as recipient of the Young Investigator Award for 2003;
she was the first author of an article entitled “Isolation
and Developmental Expression of Tyrosinase Family
Genes in Xenopus laevis”, published in Pigment Cell
Research 2003; 16: 455-462. Details of those 2 awards
will be published in Issue #2 and will be available soon
on the web site.
     Now what will I do will all my free time once my
duties as Editor are completed? Well I imagine some of
it will be taken up in organizing the 19th International
Pigment Cell Conference to be held near NIH from
September 18-22, 2005. We have an active functional
web site (www.ipcc.info) that will gradually develop
as the meeting matures; the outline of the scientific
program and the meeting venue is already posted there.
Please feel free to check it anytime to see what has
been added and I’ll look forward to welcoming you
that meeting late next year. Let me wish continued
success to all of you.

Vincent J. Hearing
PCR Editor
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Friday, June 25, 2004:
   A Poster Session is scheduled with authors  from 5:30
p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  In addition, posters will be on display
for the duration of the conference.

Saturday, June 26, 2004:
   There will be a one hour Harbor Sunset Cruise
Saturday evening.

   All those who have signed-up for the cruise will be
transported from The Sutton Place Hotel to Hornblower,
for a cruise of the Newport Beach Harbor.  Light
refreshments will be served on board.

   We will be cruising on the “Zumbrota,” which is a
beautiful yacht built in 1918 for Ringling Brothers, and
has had a colorful list of owners, including Mae West
and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.  At the end of the cruise, we
will have transportation available to bring everyone back
to the hotel.

   The fee for the cruise is included in your registration
for the conference.  However, if you wish to bring a
guest, there will be a fee of $60.  Sign-up for the cruise
is on the registration form for the conference which
will be mailed out early April, or you can access it on
our website at http://www.ucihs.uci.edu/cancer/events/
carcinogenesisRegistration/registration.htm.  The yacht
can accommodate 75 people.  Therefore, the first 75
people who register for the cruise will be able to attend.

Social Activities

   Here is a description of the social activities planned
for the XIIth Annual Meeting of the PASPCR.

Thursday, June 24, 2004:
   There will be a reception immediately following our
program at 5:00 p.m. where attendees with have the
opportunity to meet our invited speakers.

   The annual meeting of the Pan American Society
for Pigment Cell Research will be held this year at the
Sutton Place Hotel in Newport Beach. The theme will
be “Implications of Pigment Cell Biology for Under-
standing Human Disease: and will cover all the major
areas of chemistry and molecular and cellular biology
relevant to this topic. To enhance the meeting, eight
major non-PASPCR members have been invited to
provide invited lectures addressing specific areas of
pigment cell biology. Two special lectures will be of-
fered on the topics of polyamines (E. Gerner,
Unuversity of Arizona) and mitochondria (D. Wallace,
University of California, Irvine) and disease. A special
organizer’s session on melanin function will also be
offered and will cover advances in the chemistry and
biology of this compound . The Aaron B. Lerner lec-
ture will be given by John Pawelek of Yale University.
We look forward to seeing you in June.

Frank L. Meyskens Jr.,  M.D., F.A.C.P.
Professor of Medicine and Biological Chemistry
Director, Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center

PASPCR XIIth Annual Meeting
Implication of Pigment Cell Biology for

Understanding Human Diseases

The Sutton Place Hotel
Newport Beach, CA

June 24-27, 2004
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PRELIMINARY AGENDA:  JUNE 24-27, 2004
The Sutton Place Hotel, Newport Beach, CA

Thursday, June 24, 2004

12:00 – 12:45 p.m. Registration and Poster Session

12:45 – 1:00 p.m. Welcome and Program Overview
Frank L. Meyskens, Jr., M.D.,** University of California, Irvine
Zalfa Abdel-Malek, Ph.D.,** President of PASPCR

SESSION I: The Genetics of Pigment Cell Diseases
Moderators:  William S. Oetting, Ph.D., University of Minnesota
and TBA

1:00 – 1:20 p.m. The Epidemiology of Melanoma (Invited Lecture)
Margaret A. Tucker, Ph.D.,* National Cancer Institute

1:20 – 1:30 p.m. Questions

1:30 – 2:15 p.m. Competitive Platform Presentations
(10 minute presentations with 5 minutes for questions)

2:15 – 2:30 p.m. Break

2:30 – 2:50 p.m. BRAF and Melanocytic Diseases (Invited Lecture)
Daniel Pinkel, Ph.D.,* University of California, San Francisco

2:50 – 3:00 p.m. Questions

3:00 – 4:00 p.m. Competitive Platform Presentations
(10 minute presentations with 5 minutes for questions)

4:00 – 4:40 p.m. State-of-the-Sciences Presentation
Mitochondrial Role in Aging and Cancer
Douglas C. Wallace, Ph.D.,* University of California, Irvine

4:40 – 4:50 p.m. Questions

Reception Immediately following  - Meet the Invited Speakers

Poster Session:  Posters will be on display for observation during
the conference.  A designated time for poster review is also shown.

*    Non-Members of PASPCR
**  Members of PASPCR
+   Presidential Talks occur only in the last year of the president’s tenure.
     Dr. Abdel-Malek’s is 2001-2004.
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Friday, June 25, 2004

7:30 – 8:00 a.m.Registration and Continental Breakfast

Session II: Mechanisms of Melanocyte Proliferation and Differentiation
Moderators:  Zalfa Abdel-Malek, Ph.D.,** University of Cincinnati and TBA

8:00 – 8:20 a.m. Expression Profiling Reveals Novel Pathways in the Transformation of
Melanocytes to Melanomas (Invited Lecture)
Ruth Halaban, Ph.D.,**  Yale University School of Medicine

8:20 – 8:30 a.m. Questions

8:30 – 8:50 a.m. The Role of NF-kB Disregulation in Melanoma Tumor Growth (Invited Lecture)
Ann Richmond, Ph.D., VA Medical Center and Vanderbilt University

8:50 – 9:00 a.m. Questions

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Competitive Platform Presentations
(10 minute presentations with 5 minutes for questions)

10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Break

10:15 – 10:35 a.m. Chromatin, Cell Cycle Control and Melanocyte Senescence  (Invited Lecture)
Estela Medrano, Ph.D.,**  Baylor College of Medicine

10:35 – 10:45 a.m. Questions

10:45 – 11:30 a.m. Aaron B. Lerner Lecture
Melanoma Pigmentation and Progression:  Some New Things Under the Sun
John M. Pawelek, Ph.D.,** Yale University  School of Medicine

11:30 – 11:45 a.m. Questions

11:45 – 1:00 p.m. Hosted Lunch - Bistro Garden Restaurant in the hotel

Posters will be displayed for the duration of the conference

CONFERENCE ORGANIZER’S SESSION:

Session III: The Properties of Melanin and Melanosomes and its Potential for
Understanding Pigment Cell Disease
Moderators:  Patrick J. Farmer, Ph.D., ** University of California, Irvine
and TBA

1:00 – 1:20 p.m. Hermansky-Pudlak Syndrome: BLOCKing Melansome Biogenesis (Invited
Lecture)
Esteban C. Dell’Angelica, Ph.D., ** University of California, Los Angeles
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1:20 – 1:30 p.m. Questions

1:30 – 1:50 p.m. Structural Studies of Melanin (Invited Lecture)
John D. Simon, Ph.D., * Duke University

1:50 – 2:00 p.m. Questions

2:00 – 2:20 p.m. Redox Properties of Melanin (Invited Lecture)
Patrick J. Farmer, Ph.D., ** University of California, Irvine

2:20 – 2:30 p.m. Questions

2:30 – 2:50 p.m. Antioxidant Properties of Human Iridial Mela (Invited Lecture)
Tad Sarna, Ph.D., * Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland

2:50 – 3:00 p.m. Questions

3:00 – 3:20 p.m . Special Presentation
Biology of Clinical Chemoprevention of Human Melanoma:
Some New Thoughts
Frank L. Meyskens, Jr., M.D., ** University of California, Irvine

3:20 – 3:30 p.m. Questions

3:30 – 3:45 p.m. Break

3:45 – 4:30 p.m. Competitive Platform Presentations
(10 minute presentations with 5 minutes for questions)

4:30 – 4:50 p.m . State-of-the-Sciences Presentation
The Plasticity of Human Melanoma Cells
Mary Hendrix, Ph.D., * University of Iowa

4:50 – 5:00 p.m . Questions

5:00 – 5:20 p.m. Special Presentation
From PAR-2 and Melanosomes to Soy:  Basic Research and Applications
Miri Seiberg, M.D., ** Johnson & Johnson

5:20 – 5:30 p.m. Questions

Adjourn

5:30 – 7:00 p.m . Poster Session with authors
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Saturday, June 26, 2004

7:30 – 8:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

SESSION IV: Newer Animal Models of Pigmentary Abnormalities and Melanoma
Moderators:  Roger Bowers, Ph.D., Cal State, Los Angeles and TBA

8:00 – 8:45 a.m. “Presidential Talk”
Photobiological Responses of Human Melanocytes
Zalfa Abdel-Malek, Ph.D., ** +University of Cincinnati

8:45 – 8:55 a.m. Questions

8:55 – 9:15 a.m. The Zebrafish as a Genetics Model for the Study of Pigmentation (Invited
Lecture)
Steve Ekker, Ph.D., * University of Minnesota

9:15 – 9:25 a.m. Questions

9:25 – 9:45 a.m. UV Induction of Melanoma in  HGF/SF Transgenic Mice (Invited Lecture)
Frances P. Noonan, Ph.D., ** George Washington University

9:45 – 9:55 a.m. Questions

9:55 – 10:10 a.m. Break

10:10 – 11:25 a.m. Competitive Platform Presentations
(10 minute presentations with 5 minutes for questions)

11:25 – 11:45 a.m. Special Presentation
Polyamines in Development, Tissue Repair and Cancer (Invited Lecture)
Eugene Gerner, Ph.D. * University of Arizona

11:45 – 11:55 Questions

11:55 – 1:00 p.m. Hosted Lunch – Bistro Garden Restaurant in hotel

SESSION V Non-Malignant Abnormalities of Pigment Cells
Moderators:  William S. Oetting, Ph.D., University of Minnesota and TBA

1:00 – 1:20 p.m. Avian Neural Crest Cell Induction (Invited Lecture)
Martin Garcia-Castro, Ph.D.* California Institute of Technology

1:20 – 1:30 p.m. Questions

1:30 – 1:50 p.m. The Genetics of Albinism and Pigment Variation (Invited Lecture)
Murray H. Brilliant, Ph.D., ** Arizona Health Sciences Center
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1:50 – 2:00 p.m. Questions

2:00 – 2:15 p.m. Break

2:15 – 4:15 p.m. Competitive Platform Presentations
(10 minute presentations with 5 minutes for questions)

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Newport Harbor Sunset Cruise

Sunday, June 27, 2004

8:30 – 9:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

SESSION VI: Advances in Understanding the Biology of Melanoma and its
Consequences
Moderators:  Alistair Cochran, M.D.*, University of California, Los Angeles
and TBA

9:00 – 9:20 a.m. Molecular Assessment of Melanoma Progression (Invited Lecture)
David S. Hoon, MSc, PhD.,* John Wayne Cancer Institute

9:20 – 9:30 a.m. Questions

9:30 – 9:50 a.m. Update on the Sentinel Node Procedure (Invited Lecture)
Alistair Cochran, M.D.* University of California, Los Angeles

9:50 – 10:00 a.m. Questions

10:00 – 10:40 a.m. Competitive Platform Presentations
(10 minute presentations with 5 minutes for questions)
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Dean’s Office
246 Irvine Hall
Irvine, CA 92697-3950

The University of California is an Equal Opportunity
Employer committed to excellence through diversity.

Postdoctoral Position
A Postdoctoral Position is available to study the role of
UV radiation in the development of primary melanoma.
The project will use transgenic and pigment cell mutant
mice and cell cultures to study molecular mechanisms
of melanoma initiation and progression. A strong
background in pigment cell biology, cellular mechanisms
of toxicology, carcinogenesis, or molecular biology is
desired. Send curriculum vitae, names of 3 references,
and a brief summary of research interests to:

Faith M. Strickland, Ph.D.
Dermatology Research 4D49
Henry Ford Hospital
One Ford Place
Detroit, MI 48202
E-mail: FSTRICK1@hfhs.org
Phone: 313-874-3385
FAX: 313-874-3770.

An Equal Opportunity Employer. Smoke-free/drug free
environment.

Postdoctoral Research Associate
 Fox Chase Cancer Center.
Two NIH-funded postdoctoral positions are available
to work on the development of neural crest–derived
melanocytes and enteric neurons in mice.  We are
interested in the signals required for proper migration
and differentiation of these lineages during mouse
embryogenesis and use various genetic manipulation
techniques and existing mutants for our studies.  Fox
Chase Cancer offers competitive salaries to its postdocs
and was recently named one of the best places to work
for Postdocs (http://www.fccc.edu/news/2003/Best-
Places-for-Postdocs-02-20-2003.html).  Candidates
with a recent PhD or MD/PhD with strong background
in molecular biology, genetics or developmental biology
are encouraged to apply. Please submit CV, and names
of 3 references to:

Dr. Myung K. Shin
Program in Cellular and Developmental Biology
Fox Chase Cancer Center
Philadelphia, PA 19111, USA
Email: MK_Shin@fccc.edu

Positions - Wanted and Available

Postings for Positions Available  will be open to all
individuals and institutions so long as the position is related
to pigment cell research. Postings for Positions
Wanted will be open only to members of the
PanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell Research or its
sister societies (JSPCR and ESPCR). Send postings to
Bill Oetting at bill@lenti.med.umn.edu. Please provide
an expiration date for any submitted postings. Final
decisions will be made by the Publications Committee
of the PASPCR.

Postdoctoral Associate Position
A postdoctoral research position is available for work
on the development of melanocytes and their malignant
progression to cutaneous metastatic melanomas in this
laboratory’s melanoma-susceptible transgenic mouse
model. The basis for newly recognized phenomena will
be investigated in the areas of apoptosis, imprinting,
hypoxia-inducible gene expression, and cell migration.
Some of the results are expected to provide a basis for
novel experimental treatments of mice with malignant
melanoma. A recent Ph.D. or M.D./Ph.D. degree is
required, with strong specialization in molecular and cell
biology. Please send a C.V., summaries of publications,
and names of three references to:

Dr. Beatrice Mintz
Fox Chase Cancer Center
7701 Burholme Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111 USA
FAX: (215) 728-3574
E-mail: beatrice.mintz@fccc.edu

Department of Dermatology Chair
The University of California, Irvine, College of Medicine
seeks candidates for the position of Chair, Department
of Dermatology. The candidate must be an
accomplished investigator, clinician and teacher, eligible
for appointment at the level of associate professor or
professor, with leadership skills appropriate for a major
university department. Send CV, plus names and
addresses of at least three references to:

Frank L. Meyskens, Jr., M.D.
Chair, Dermatology Search Committee
c/o Kit Scott
UCI College of Medicine
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