
PASPCR 

April 2014  
 

1 

The PASCR Web-Site can be found at: 

http://www.paspcr.org  

                                                                         

 
The PASPCR Newsletter is published three times a 

year and is intended to serve as a regular means of 

communication for the members of our Society. The 

PASPCR Newsletter is distributed via e-mail, in pdf 

format, on the first of April, August and December and 

it will continue to be posted on the web-site of the 

Society. 

Preparations for the 22nd IPCC are progressing well. 

The meeting will be held in Singapore, from September 

4th to September 7th, 2014. Further information on the 

meeting can be found on pages 8-17 of this newsletter. 

In this issue, we continue the “Laboratory Updates” 

section with a column by Dr. Ivana de la Serna. In this 

number, PASPCR remembers Masako Mizoguchi 

(Professor Emeritus of St. Marianna University School 

of Medicine and Former President of JSPCR) and her 

contributions to our field in a column authored by Dr. 

Zalfa Abdel-Malek. The current editors, Drs. Heinz 

Arnheiter, Marcus Bosenberg and Robert Kelsh also 

provide their perspective as editors of our PCMR 

journal. In the “Members in the News” section, Dr. 

Zalfa Abdel-Malek reviews the recently published book 

by Dr. Joseph T. Bagnara entitled “Unfinished Business: 

A Biologist in the latter Half of the 20th Century”. 

We hope you enjoy this issue. We encourage you to 

send us your comments at our email address 

paspcr.newsletters@gmail.com. Let us know what you 

would like to see in the letters, suggest sections you 

think would be useful to include, and recommend any 

changes that you would like to see. 

We also encourage you to let us know about 

meetings that you think would be of interest to members 

of the Society. If you attend a scientific meeting at 

which you heard about work which you think will be of 

interest to the membership of the PASPCR, please write 

a few paragraphs summarizing what was presented and 

share it with us. If you know of training courses that 

would be of interest to the PASPCR members, please let 

us know and we will add them to a new section in our 

Calendar of Events. 

Also, keep us updated on any “Members in the 

News” so we can spread the word of your successes. 

This is your Newsletter, and we depend upon you to 

help us ensure it best serves the Society‟s needs. We 

look forward to hearing your ideas and suggestions and 

to continue working together to compile the Newsletters 

for our Society. 

The PASPCR Newsletter Editorial Team would like 

to thank to all our contributors for their columns 

submitted to us for inclusion in the letters. 

 

PASPCR Newsletter Editorial Team 

 

 

PASPCR 
     Newsletter 
April 2014 

Vol. 22 Number 1 

In this Issue . . . .  

 

 

PASPCR OFFICERS      2 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS       2 

CORPORATE SPONSORS      3 

PASPCR PRESIDENT’S CORNER      3 

LETTER FROM THE PASPCR SECRETARY/TREASURER    5 

PASPCR 2014 Membership Dues Form      6 

LETTER FROM THE EDITORS     7 

22nd IPCC     8 

Important Information     9 

Scientific Program   11 

PCMR JOURNAL CORNER   18 

Letter from Editors Heinz Arnheiter, Marcus Bosenberg 

and Robert Kelsh   18 

PIGMENTATION COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS   19 

LABORATORY UPDATES   20 

by Dr. Ivana de la Serna    

IN MEMORY OF MASAKI MIZOGUCHI, MD, PhD   23 

by Dr. Zalfa Abdel-Malek 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS     24 

Dr. Joseph T. Bagnara – “Unfinished Business: A Biologist in  

the latter Half of the 20th Century” Book 

Review by Dr. Zalfa Abdel-Malek 

POSITIONS WANTED/AVAILABLE   25 

Position Available – Post-doctoral Position at New York  25 

University School of Medicine 
2014 PASPCR MEMBERSHIP LIST   26 

http://www.paspcr.org/


PASPCR 

April 2014  
 

2 

 

 

 

 

C/O Prashiela Manga, Ph.D. 

  New York University School of Medicine 

The Ronald O. Perelman Department 

of Dermatology 

  Smilow Research Center 

  522 First Avenue, Room 401 

  New York, NY 10016, U.S.A. 
 

Officers: 
Caroline Le Poole 
President 

Thomas Hornyak 

President-elect 

Prashiela Manga 

Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Council Members: 
Gertrude-Emilia Costin (2012-2014) 

Thomas Hornyak (2013-2015) 

Lidia Kos  (2013-2015) 

Sancy Leachman (2012-2014) 

David Norris  (2014-2016) 

Glynis Scott  (2012-2014) 

Andrzej Slominski (2014-2015) 

Julio Valencia  (2013-2015) 

Maria Wei  (2014-2016) 
 

IFPCS Representatives: 

Andrzej Slominski (Secretary) 

Greg Barsh (Council Member) 

Frank Meyskens (Council Member) 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

2014 

The 2
nd

 European Days of Albinism 

 Date and place: April 5-6, Valencia, SPAIN 

Web-site: http://www.albinismo.es/2EDA/  

 

2014 

The European Workshop on Skin Immune Mediated Diseases 

(SIMID) 

 Date and place: April 24-26, Verona, ITALY 

Web-site: http://www.simid2014.org 

 

2014 

The 22
nd

 IPCC 

 Date and place: September 4-7, Singapore, SINGAPORE 

Web-site: http://www.ipcc2014.org/ 

 

2014 

The Annual Meeting of American Society for Cell Biology 

Date and place: December 6-10, Philadelphia, PA, USA 

Web-site: http://www.discoverphl.com/ascb 

 

2015 

The 19
th

 PAPCR Meeting 

Date and place: September 27-30, CA, USA 

 

2015 

The 26
th

 JSPCR Meeting 

Date and place: November 14-15, Sapporo, JAPAN 

Web-site: http://www.espcr.org/index3.php 

 

2015 

The 19
th

 ESPCR Meeting 

Date and place: TBD, Milan, ITALY 

Web-site: http://www.espcr.org/index3.php 
 

 

 

The PASPCR Newsletter is published three times a year (April, August and December) by the PanAmerican Society for 

Pigment Cell Research. All views are those of the authors. For further information or to submit articles, please use the 

e-mail address paspcr.newsletters@gmail.com. 
 

Publication Committee 
 

Gertrude-Emilia Costin, Ph.D., M.B.A. 

Editor 
Institute for In Vitro Sciences, Inc. (IIVS) 

30 W. Watkins Mill Road #100 

Gaithersburg, MD 20878, U.S.A. 

(301) 947-6524 

ecostin@iivs.org 
 

Prashiela Manga, Ph.D. 

Associate Editor 
New York University School of Medicine 

The Ronald O. Perelman Department of Dermatology 

Smilow Research Center 

522 First Avenue, Room 401 

New York, NY 10016, U.S.A. 

(212) 263-9086 

prashiela.manga@nyumc.org 

 

William S. Oetting, Ph.D. 

University of Minnesota 

Department of Medicine - Genetics 

MMC 485; 4-12 Moos Tower 

515 Delaware Street S.E. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455, U.S.A. 

(612) 624-1139 

oetti001@umn.edu 

 

Andrzej T. Slominski, M.D., Ph.D. 
University of Tennessee Health Science Center 

Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 

930 Madison Avenue, Room 525 (Clinical Office) 

Memphis, TN 38163, U.S.A. 

(901) 448-3741 

aslominski@uthsc.edu 

The PanAmerican Society for 

Pigment Cell Research 

 

http://www.albinismo.es/2EDA/
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http://www.ipcc2014.org/
http://www.discoverphl.com/ascb
http://www.espcr.org/index3.php
http://www.espcr.org/index3.php
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CORPORATE SPONSORS 
 

by Dr. Prashiela Manga 

 

The PASPCR would like to thank our Sponsors 

who made contributions during the year of 2013. 

In the past, financial gifts from our Sponsors 

have allowed our Society to increase benefits to 

the membership far out of proportion to the 

actual dues collected from members. We 

gratefully acknowledge the contributions for the 

18
th

 PASPCR Meeting made through PASPCR 

as follows: 

 

Diamond Sponsors: 

Johnson & Johnson 

 

Platinum Sponsors: 

Merck 

Forte Research Systems 

 

Gold Sponsors: 

Avon Products 

 

Silver Sponsors: 

Janssen Pharmaceutical Company 

 

Bronze Sponsors: 

Daavlin 

 

Other Sponsors: 

Nikon 

 

 

- // - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASPCR PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Back to the future 
 

I‟m looking forward to my new function in 

the PanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell 

Research. On a personal level, I look back more 

than 20 years to find myself joining the PASPCR 

as a Research Associate from Amsterdam. Dr. 

Giuseppe Prota was clearly unhappy about my 

apparent disloyalty to our European Society. At 

the time, Amsterdam was building an Institute 

for Pigmentary Disorders, and I enjoyed years of 

remarkable academic freedom to explore 

different aspects of pigment cell research. There 

had been opportunities to travel and meet 

colleagues from different European countries and 

share techniques. But time came to find a source 

of funding of my own. Virtually everyone I 

spoke to advised me to leave the world of 

pigmentation; it seemed there was no future in it 

for me or for the pigment cells themselves. I 

decided to keep the pigment cells but find new 

ground, and left for the USA in 1995 with 1 

stipend, 12 suitcases and 4 children. What better 

time than now to look back and draw up the stats, 

in order to look forward. 

I went into Pubmed and entered generic 

search terms related to the PASPCR. I picked an 

obvious one, „melanocyte‟, and broadened the 

scope a little by looking for „pigmentation‟, and 

for „melanin‟. When I left Europe, a lot of the 

ongoing pigmentation research had to do with 

melanin, its chemical structure that was harder to 

decipher than a Rubik‟s cube, and the 

pigmentation that resulted from it. Looking for 

these search terms in the here and now, I worked 

my way back to 2010 and took 5 year increments 

to span the time before that. We were joined with 

the SMR in 2007, so „melanoma‟ seemed a 

relevant comparative search term. Not 

surprisingly, the total number of publications in 

every arena moves up over time. More important 

data come up when we compare publications 

found for each of these search terms to the total 

number of publications for that same time period 

(Fig. 1). How does pigment cell research 

compare? Ouch! 
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Fig. 1. Development of the proportion of total publications 

found under relevant search terms per time period, set to 

100% in 1990. 

 

We were holding our ground until just about 

the time our journal went from PCR to PCMR. I 

should mention that this reflects a relative drop 

in quantity, not quality; it does not take into 

account that the impact of pigmentation-related 

publications has risen considerably in that same 

time period, certainly if we look at our own 

journal. That should compensate for the drop in 

the proportion of publications over the same time 

period. So let‟s stay optimistic. But we can see 

something else that is quite interesting: the slice 

of publications addressing „pigmentation‟ or 

„melanin‟ is dropping steeply. Does this mean we 

are losing interest in the very pathway that sets 

melanocytes apart? To me, this is remarkable. 

We know that intracellular trafficking of 

melanogenic enzymes has put melanocytes on 

the map - it is a topic even our Medical students 

chew on in their first year. We know that 

immunologists such as myself love to design 

vaccines that will target these enzymes. So what 

happened to pigmentation? 

Was melanin too complicated to figure out? 

That may be part of it. In comparison, the human 

genome is (essentially) completely mapped. To 

illustrate this, our graduate students enjoyed 

fingering their way through a book that contains 

the full sequence of the Y-chromosome (font 4) 

last week. My friend was kind enough to bring 

this book in his suitcase from the University of 

Leicester. Relatively lightweight, it still took up a 

good portion of his allowable suitcase weight. To 

explain: the University of Leicester has prepared 

a collection of 130 books covering the human 

genome, every chromosome with a book cover 

and colors of its own. While visiting the US, my 

friend was invited to accompany the full 

collection of books covering the human genome 

to Colorado Springs in a few years. I‟m hoping 

we can somehow link that visit to the 2017 IPCC 

meeting in Denver, that could be fun. In the 

meantime, perhaps we can model the structural 

formula of eumelanin and pheomelanin and 

package it in a model melanosome. It‟s certainly 

more stable and timeless than the countries 

represented on a globe. 

So is there reason for concern about the 

future of pigmentation research? Perhaps we 

should take a look at funding. That also brings 

the topic closer to home: we can take a look on 

eREPORTER at what the US has been willing to 

invest in pigmentation research over the years. 

Again, I went in and looked for the same search 

terms. Here, I searched separate years back to 

2010, and then in 5 year increments for starting 

years 2005, 2000 etcetera (Fig. 2). The graphing 

points don‟t exactly match that of the publication 

lists, but the trend is quite obvious. If we graph 

grants with the search terms of interest as a 

proportion of total grants awarded, starting at 

100% in 1990, the future looks bright! Do not, by 

any means, mistake this to think that our funding 

levels are anywhere close to what they are in 

melanoma research. But clearly, our field is 

growing. 

 
Fig. 2. Proportion of grants listing relevant search terms 

over time (set to 100% in 1990). 
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Here is what we can all take home from this 

quick electronic adventure: pigment cells are 

exciting, our field is growing, and it pays to be 

loyal to pigmentation research. I hope we can 

draw even more pigmentation researchers to our 

meetings to share their latest developments in the 

near future, starting with the IPCC meeting in 

Singapore in September of this year. The 

meeting program holds a lot of promise. Looking 

forward to staying in touch and maintaining an 

upward trend by supporting each other, I remain, 

 

Your PASPCR president, 

Caroline Le Poole Ph.D. 

 

Chicago, February 27, 2014.  

 

- // - 

 

LETTER FROM THE PASPCR 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
 

Dear PASPCR Colleagues and Friends,  

 

My first task in this newsletter must be to 

offer profuse thanks to Andrzej Slominski, who 

served two terms as the Secretary/Treasurer of 

the PASCPR. Andrzej has done an admirable job 

of keeping the Society‟s finances in check and 

undertaking much of the “behind the scenes” 

work that keeps an organization like ours going. I 

hope that I am able to follow in his footsteps as 

successfully and look forward to the challenge. 

Thanks to our loyal membership and the 

superb efforts of our recent meeting organizers, 

who raised more funds than they spent, the 

PASPCR is in excellent financial health. It is 

however vital that we sustain and even increase 

our membership, so I would urge those of you 

who have not already done so to renew for 2014. 

Renewals have been a little slow this year, 

partly because we were transferring accounts to 

New York just as the usual renewal period 

approached and also because we were 

developing an online payment option. On behalf 

of the PASPCR, I offer our sincere thanks to 

Joost Kolkman for all of his efforts in getting this 

feature working on the PASPCR website, as well 

as to those of you who helped test the site. Dues 

can now be paid via PayPal, a feature I hope 

many of you will take advantage of. You do not 

need to sign up for a PayPal account or pay any 

additional fees to use this option and you get a 

receipt in case you need it for reimbursements! 

Two important reasons to renew: Firstly, to 

receive the discounted registration rates for the 

IPCC meeting, you will be required to provide 

your IFPCS member ID number (please renew in 

time to ensure that your renewal can be 

processed both locally and through the IFPCS). 

Secondly, the PASPCR will also be offering 

travel awards for student members attending the 

IPCC meeting later this year in Singapore. 

Students should apply for the IPCC travel award; 

those not selected for funding will be forwarded 

to the PASPCR for consideration.  

On the topic of travel awards: Upon request 

from the PASPCR officers, the By-Laws 

committee (Chair: Thomas Hornyak. Members: 

Lidia Kos and Julio Valencia) reviewed the by-

laws regarding travel awards. They submitted a 

proposal that “(1) provides flexibility to the 

PASPCR for the number and amounts of awards 

according to its budget situation, (2) enables the 

current PASPCR Secretary-Treasurer to tailor a 

recommendation each year, and (3) ensures that 

the recommended amount is considered by 

Council in its oversight function”. The 

membership voted and approved the following 

changes: No a priori limit will be placed on the 

amount or number of PASPCR sponsored travel 

awards distributed to support meeting 

attendance. For each meeting, the individual 

amount and maximum number of travel awards 

will be recommended by the PASPCR Secretary-

Treasurer after reviewing available funds, and 

agreed upon by PASPCR Council vote.  

I am looking forward to seeing many of you 

later this year in Singapore! 

 

Prashiela Manga, Ph.D. 

Secretary/Treasurer of the PASPCR 

 

- // - 
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PANAMERICAN SOCIETY FOR PIGMENT CELL RESEARCH 

2014 DUES 
 

  INVOICE DATE November 19, 2013     DUE DATE:  November 31, 2013  

Contact Information (Please be sure all contact information is current and correct, including e-mail 

address) 
Name: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Institution: 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Department: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Institutional Mailing Address:  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________________________________________ 

State:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Zip:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Country: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _______________________________   FAX:  _______________________________ 

E-mail:  ____________________________________ 

Dues (Please mark the appropriate category below)  

   Regular ($224/yr) ($77 for PASPCR, $28 for International Federation of Pigment Cell 

Societies and $119 for both printed and electronic subscription to the journal 

Pigment Cell and Melanoma Research)   

   Regular ($154/yr) ($77 for PASPCR, $28 for International Federation of Pigment Cell 

Societies and $49 for an electronic subscription to the journal Pigment Cell and 

Melanoma Research)   

   Regular ($105/yr) ($77 for PASPCR, $28 for International Federation of Pigment Cell 

Societies and $49 for an electronic subscription to the journal Pigment Cell and 

Melanoma Research)   

   Student ($40/yr) ($12 for PASPCR; $28 for International Federation of Pigment Cell 

Societies. Includes free electronic subscription to the journal Pigment Cell and 

Melanoma Research) 

   Second membership ($77/yr) (if IFPCS dues and subscription to the journal Pigment Cell 

and Melanoma Research are paid through another local Society)  

 

Make check payable to: PanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell Research or PASPCR. 

Please send check or money order in U.S. funds drawn only on a U.S. bank. Checks drawn on a non-U.S. 

Bank will be returned. 

 

Prashiela Manga, Ph.D., Secretary-Treasurer, PASPCR, The Ronald O. Perelman Department of 

Dermatology, NYU Langone Medical Center, 522 First Ave, New York, NY, 10016 

Tel: 212-263-9086 Fax: 212.263.5819 E-mail: prashiela.manga@nyumc.org  

 
Please return this form with your payment 

mailto:prashiela.manga@nyumc.org
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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 
 

Dear PASPCR Members, 

 

We started 2014 with a new team leading our 

Society. As you all know by now, we have a 

new President, Dr. Caroline Le Poole, a new 

Secretary/Treasurer, Dr. Prashiela Manga, and 

three new members in the Council: Drs. Suzie 

Chen, David Norris, and Maria Wei. We are 

grateful to Dr. Greg Barsh for his leadership of 

the Society over the last 3 years, and to Dr. 

Andrzej Slominski, PASPCR long-time 

Secretary/Treasurer, as well as to the Council 

members rotating out, Drs. Deborah Lang, John 

Pawelek, and Vijayasaradhi Setaluri. Needless to 

say, we are looking forward to the current 

leading team to moving our Society forward and 

to infusing new ideas and taking on interesting 

projects and initiatives that we all can benefit 

from. 

 

For us, the PASPCR Newsletters Editorial 

Team, it is a time of reflection and of analyzing 

our first 6 years. Counted in “Presidential 

years”, we covered two mandates and are 

looking forward to working with Dr. Caroline 

Le Poole as the new President. During these 6 

years we enjoyed developing and extending our 

relationships with all members of our Society as 

well as other scientists who are interested in our 

field. We also actively worked towards 

connecting with people in more extended fields. 

Our efforts towards outreach fused nicely with 

the efforts of the organizers of our annual and 

IPCC meetings into integrating our Society more 

into the scientific field at large and to make it 

known to as many avenues as possible. We will 

continue our common efforts in this direction. 

 

On the same topic, our Editorial Team geared 

towards encouraging young investigators to 

author columns for the Newsletters as did the 

Society Officers and organizers of the meetings 

by instituting the poster awards and by 

organizing “Meet the Expert” sessions. These 

coordinated efforts are much applauded and 

work to the benefit of the young investigators, 

their laboratories and groups, and of our Society 

in general. We are also pleased to see that 

Principal Investigators continue to encouraging 

their lab members to contribute to our Society to 

gain exposure to the scientific community and 

connect with other researchers through the 

PASPCR Newsletters. They are the drivers 

motivating the young investigators to gain 

experience through publishing in a different 

format than the exclusively formal scientific one 

common for published science journals. 

 

Members of the PASPCR continued to 

contribute to the scientific field. More than ever, 

in recent years the concerted efforts of all 

Pigmentation Societies around the globe 

contributed to an all-time high impact factor four 

our journal (PCMR), organization of fantastic 

meetings where science of the highest standards 

was communicated and led to new 

collaborations between groups. 

 

We are looking forward to another fruitful year 

which will see the 17
th

 IPCC meeting take place. 

We are confident that the meeting will be a 

success and that you are going to come back 

with ideas and impressions to share with the 

membership and others interested in our field. 

We will continue this year to reach out to you 

for articles and for other ideas that can improve 

the Newsletters. As always, please feel free to 

share your thoughts on our work, make 

suggestions and provide feed-back. We all can 

only benefit from this open conversation.  

 

Thank you, 

 

PASPCR Editorial Team 
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22
ND

 INTERNATIONAL PIGMENT CELL CONFERENCE 
September 4

th
 – September 7

th
, 2014, SINGAPORE 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Key Topics Include 
 

Developmental Biology of Pigment Cells 

Melanosome Biogenesis and Transfer  

Melanin Biochemistry and Physics  

Regulation of Pigmentation  

Genetics of Pigmentation  

Model Systems for Pigmentary Biology and Disease  

Keratinocyte Biology 

Stem Cell and Hair Biology  

Photobiology, Photoprotection and Photocarcinogenesis  

Melanoma Biology, Signalling Pathways and Therapeutics  

Vitiligo Research and Interventions 

Paediatric Pigmentary Disorders 

Pigmentary Challenges in Asian Skin 

Melasma: New Findings, New Approaches  

Laser and Light Therapies for Asian Skin  

Strategies for Skin Lightening  
 

Keynote Guest Speakers 
 

Nina Jablonski, The Pennsylvania State University, USA 

Roger Hanlon, Marine Biological Laboratory and Brown University, USA 

David Mitchell, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, USA 

Jean Krutmann, IUF – Leibniz-Research Institute for Environmental Medicine at the Heinrich Heine University 

of Düsseldorf, GERMANY 

Howard Chang, Stanford University, USA 
 

Speakers 
 

Ai-Young Lee, Dongguk University, Republic of Korea 

Akimichi Morita, Nagoya City University, Japan 

Alain Taieb, Bordeaux University Hospitals, France 

Amit Pandya, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, United States 

Andrzej T. Slominski, The University of Tennessee Health Science Center, United States 

Anja Bosserhoff, University of Regensburg, Germany 

Boris Bastian, University of California, San Francisco, United States 

Caroline Le Poole, Loyola University Chicago, United States 

Chikako Nishigori, Kobe University, Japan 

Colin Goding, University of Oxford, United Kingdom 

Davinder Parsad, Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, India 

Deepak Parikh, Bombay Hospital, India 

Desmond J. Tobin, University of Bradford, United Kingdom 

Dorothy Bennett, St. Georges, University of London, United Kingdom 

Emi Nishimura, Tokyo Medical and Dental University, Japan 

Eric Lan, Kaohsiung Medical University Hospital, Taiwan ROC 

Evangeline Handog, Asian Hospital and Medical Center, Philippines 

Eyal Gottlieb, Beatson Institute for Cancer Research, United Kingdom 

Fatimata Ly, Cheikh Anta Diop University, Senegal 

Frances Noonan, George Washington University, United States 

Goh Chee Leok, National Skin Centre, Singapore 
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Graça Raposo, Institut Curie - CNRS, France 

Graeme Walker, QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute, Australia 

Greg Barsh, Stanford University, United States 

Hee-Young Kang, Ajou University School of Medicine, Republic of Korea 

Hideya Ando, Okayama University of Science, Japan 

Hiroaki Yamamoto, Nagahama Institute of Bio-Science and Technology, Japan 

Ian Jackson, University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom  

Iltefat Hamzavi, Henry Ford Hospital, United States 

José Carlos García-Borrón, University of Murcia, Spain 

Jun Guo, Peking University Cancer Hospital & Institute, People's Republic of China 

Kazumasa Wakamatsu, Fujita Health University School of Health Sciences, Japan 

Kiyoshi Sato, Shiseido Co., Ltd., Japan 

Kyoung-Chan Park, Seoul National University College of Medicine, Republic of Korea 

Lionel Larue, Institut Curie - CNRS, France 

Lluis Montoliu, Centro Nacional de Biotecnologia, Spain 

Lukas Sommer, University of Zurich, Switzerland 

Markus Böhm, University of Münster, Germany 

Mauro Picardo, San Gallicano Dermatological Institute, Italy 

Nanja van Geel, Ghent University, Belgium 

Nicholas Hayward, QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute, Australia 

Nikolas Haass, University of Queensland, Australia 

Paul Meredith, University of Queensland, Australia 

Pearl Grimes, Vitiligo & Pigmentation Institute of Southern California, United States 

Penpun Wattanakrai, Mahidol University, Thailand 

Peter Hersey, The University of Sydney, Australia 

Prasad Kumarasinghe, Royal Perth Hospital and Western Dermatology, Australia 

Qing-Sheng Mi, Henry Ford Health System, United States 

Rashmi Sarkar, Maulana Azad Medical College & LNJP Hospital, India 

Richard Marais, The University of Manchester, United Kingdom 

Richard Sturm, Institute for Molecular Bioscience, Australia 

Robert Schwartz, New Jersey Medical School, United States 

Sandipan Dhar, Institute of Child Health, India 

Sanjeev Mulekar, Henry Ford Hospital, United States 

Somesh Gupta, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, India 

Stephane Commo, L'Oréal Recherche & Innovation, France 

Takahiro Kunisada, Gifu University, Japan 

Thierry Passeron, University of Nice Sophia Antipolis, France 

Thomas Hornyak, University of Maryland, United States 

Thomas Tueting, University of Bonn, Germany 

Tomohisa Hirobe, National Institute of Radiological Sciences, Japan 

Wei Li, Chinese Academy of Sciences, People's Republic of China 

Woraphong Manuskiatti, Mahidol University, Thailand 

Xuejun Zhang, Anhui Medical University, China 

Yong Kwang Tay, Changi General Hospital, Singapore 

Zalfa Abdel-Malek, University of Cincinnati, United States  
 

Important Dates 
 

Abstract Submission Closes: 11 April 2014 

Early Bird Registration Ends: 3 July 2014 

 

For more information visit: http://www.ipcc2014.org/  

http://www.ipcc2014.org/
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SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 
 

Pre-Conference 

Wednesday, 3 Sep 2014 

Morning 
Vitiligo Global Issues Consensus Conference 

Vitiligo: A Clinically-Oriented Symposium 

Afternoon 

 

ANCILLARY MEETING 1 

China Pigmentary Research Group 

Vitiligo and Melasma in China - Integrated 

Medicine View 

 

ANCILLARY MEETING 2 

Pigmentary Disorders Society 

Common & Uncommon Pigmentary Disorders in 

Dark Skinned Patients 

Evening 
Regional Societies Council Meetings 

IFPCS 1
st
 Council Meeting 

 
Day One 

Thursday, 4 Sep 2014 

Morning 

 

PLENARY SESSION 1 

Welcome Address 

Presidential Lecture 

Mauro Picardo 

Vitiligo: The Long Story of Our Viewpoint 
Seiji Memorial Lecture 

Coffee Break 

 

PLENARY SESSION 2 

Melanocyte UV Response and DNA Repair 

 

David Mitchell 

The Photobiology of Melanoma in Fish Models: The Importance of UV Wavelength, DNA Damage 

and Gender on Melanoma Etiology 

 

Zalfa Abdel-Malek 

Paracrine Factors as Guardians of Genomic Stability of Melanocytes 

 

Chikako Nishigori 

Topic to be confirmed 

 

Oral Presentations (selected from submitted abstracts) 

 

 

Poster Viewing 

Lunch Symposium 

by L'Oréal 

Lunch Symposium 

by Galderma 
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Day One 

Thursday, 4 Sep 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afternoon 

CONCURRENT SESSION 1 

Developmental Biology 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 2 

Melanin Biophysics & 

Chemistry 

CONCURRENT SESSION 3 

Vitiligo Research 

Tomohisa Hirobe 

Regulation of the Development of 

Mouse Melanocytes by Coat 

Color Genes 

Paul Meredith 

Topic to be confirmed 

Caroline Le Poole 

Impact of Mutant HSP70i on 

Immune Responses to Benign 

and Malignant Melanocytes 

Oral Presentations Oral Presentations Oral Presentations 

Coffee Break 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 4 

Regulation of Pigmentation 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 5 

Melanosome Biogenesis & 

Transfer 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 6 

Repigmenting Vitiligo: Of Art 

& Science 

Desmond Tobin 

So Many Roads to Melanin - How 

Important are Bone 

Morphogenetic Proteins in 

Regulating Human Cutaneous 

Pigmentation? 

Graca Raposo 

The Biogenesis of 

Melanosomes and Intercellular 

Communication in the Skin 

Iltefat Hamzavi 

Update On Afamelanotide and 

NB-UVB for Vitiligo 

José Carlos García-Borrón  

Pathway-specific Regulation of 

Human Melanocortin-1 Receptor 

Signaling 

Hideyo Ando 

Involvement of Multiple 

Melanosome-containing 

Globules in the Melanosome 

Transfer System 

Eric Lan 

UVB Phototherapy in Vitiligo 

Treatment: Immune Regulation 

versus Biostimulation 

  Thierry Passeron 

Management of Refractory 

Vitiligo 

Oral Presentations Oral Presentations Oral Presentations 

Evening 
Welcome Reception 

End of Day 
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Day Two 

Friday, 5 Sep 2014 

Morning 

 

PLENARY SESSION 3 

Aaron Lerner Lecture 

 

PLENARY SESSION 4 

Colours of Life 
 

Roger Hanlon 

Topic to be confirmed 
 

Nina Jablonski 

Natural Selection and the Evolution of Skin Color Phenotypes 
 

Oral Presentations (selected from submitted abstracts) 

Coffee Break 

 

PLENARY SESSION 5 

Genetics of Pigmentation 
 

Greg Barsh 

Topic to be confirmed 
 

Richard Sturm 

Painting by Numbers - Genetics of Human Pigmentation and Ancestry 
 

Oral Presentations (selected from submitted abstracts) 

IFPCS 2
nd

 Council Meeting 

Afternoon 

Poster Viewing 

Lunch Symposium 

by Procter & Gamble 

Lunch Symposium 

by Roche 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 7 

Melanocyte Stem Cells 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 8 

Metabolic and Intracellular 

Signaling 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 9 

Advanced Surgical 

Interventions in Vitiligo 

Thomas Hornyak 

Functional Properties of Subsets of 

Melanocyte Stem Cells 

Eyal Gottlieb 

Topic to be confirmed 

Nanja Van Geel 

Non-cultured Cellular Grafting 

in Vitiligo: Pearls and Pitfalls 

Takahiro Kunisada 

Developmental Control of Dermal 

Melanocytes Progenitors 

Laurent Marrot 

Topic to be confirmed 

Sanjeev Mulekar 

Surgical Treatment in Difficult 

Sites 

  Somesh Gupta 

Cell-based Therapies in 

Vitiligo: from Bench to Bedside 

Oral Presentations Oral Presentations Oral Presentations 

Coffee Break 
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Day Two 

Friday, 5 Sep 2014 
  

CONCURRENT SESSION 10 

Animal Model Systems 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 11 

Neuroendocrinology & 

Pigmentation 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 12 

Pigmentary Challenges: Panel 

Discussion 

Ian Jackson 

Modelling Melanoblast Migration 

and Proliferation 

Andrzej Slominski 

Sensing the Environment: 

Regulation of Body 

Homeostasis by the 

Pigmentary System 

Panel Discussion 1: 

Nosologic Controversy of 

Lichen Planus Pigmentosus 

Moderator: Davinder Parsad 

 

Panelists:  

Robert Schwartz 

Prasad Kumarasinghe 

Hiroaki Yamamoto 

Functional Divergence of 

Mammalian Pigment Cells 

Markus Böhm 

 Prohormone Convertases and 

Melanoma - Emerging Players 

in Basic and Translational 

Research 

Panel Discussion 2: 

Acquired Hypopigmentary 

Disorders in Children 

Moderator: Deepak Parikh 

 

Panelists:  

Sandipar Dhar 

Alain Taieb 

Tay Yong Kwang 

Oral Presentations Oral Presentations  

Evening End of Day 

 
Day Three 

Saturday, 6 Sep 2014 

Morning 

 

PLENARY SESSION 6 

Melanoma Biology 

 

Boris Bastian 

The Genetic Evolution of Melanocytic Neoplasms 

  

Colin Goding 

Role and Regulation of MITF in Melanoma 

 

Emi Nishimura 

Topic to be confirmed 

 

Nikolas Haass 

Defining the Mode of Melanoma Heterogeneity by Real-time Cell Cycle Imaging 

 

Coffee Break 
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Day Three 

Saturday, 6 Sep 2014 

 

 

PLENARY SESSION 7 

Targeted Therapies and Drug Resistance Richard Marais 

Topic to be confirmed 
 

Peter Hersey 

Targeting Resistance Pathways in Melanoma with Epigenetic Regulators 
 

Thomas Tueting 

Inflammation-induced Phenotypic Plasticity of Melanoma in Therapy Resistance and Tumor 

Progression 
 

Marisol Soengas 

Topic to be confirmed 

 

Afternoon 

Poster Viewing 

The Regional Societies Assembly 

Lunch Symposium 

by NeoAsia 

Lunch Symposium 

by Skin M.D. 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 13 

Senescence Pathways to 

Melanoma 

 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 14 

Genetics & Genomics of 

Melanoma 

 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 15 

Melasma: New Findings, New 

Approaches 

Dorothy Bennett 

Melanocyte Senescence 

Pathways: The Impact of p16 

Defects 

Nicholas Hayward 

The Genetic Architecture of 

Melanoma Predisposition 

Hee-Young Kang 

Vascular Characteristics of 

Melasma and Therapeutic 

Implications 

Robert Ballotti 

Topic to be confirmed 

 

Anja Bosserhoff 

Role and Processing of miRs in 

Melanoma 

Ai-Young Lee 

Reduced H19 RNA in Melasma: 

Role of miR-675 Through its 

Direct Target 

  Penpun Wattanakrai 

Laser Treatment of Melasma in 

Asians 

Oral Presentations Oral Presentations Oral Presentations 

Coffee Break 
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Day Three 

Saturday, 6 Sep 2014 

 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 16 

UV & non-UV Pathways to 

Melanoma 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 17 

Developmental Biology in 

Melanoma 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 18 

Pigmentary Challenges in Asian 

Skin 

Frances Noonan 

A Melanin Dependent Pathway 

in UV-induced Melanoma 

Lionel Larue 

Melanocyte Lineage and β-

catenin Pathways 

Jun Guo 

Acral and Mucosal Melanoma 

Graeme Walker 

UVR Carcinogenesis in 

Melanoma 

Elizabeth Patton 

Topic to be confirmed 

Amit Pandya 

Evaluation and Management of 

Post-inflammatory 

Hyperpigmentation 

 

Oral Presentations Oral Presentations Leihong Flora Xiang 
 

Topic to be confirmed 

 

Oral Presentations 

 

Evening 

IFPCS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Gala Dinner & Awards Ceremony 

End of Day 

 
Day Four 

Sunday, 7 Sep 2014 

Morning 

 

PLENARY SESSION 8 

Clinical & Translational Dermatology 

 

Jean Krutmann 

Environmentally-induced Skin Aging: Insights into New Molecular Mechanisms 

  

Howard Chang 

Patterning the Skin Epigenome 

 

Women's Forum: Cross-talk between Dermatology and Pigment Cell Biology 

 

Prof Misako Mizugochi Memorial Address & Lecture 

Zalfa Abdel-Malek 

Topic to be confirmed 

  

Pearl Grimes 

Topic to be confirmed 

Coffee Break 
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Day Four 

Sunday, 7 Sep 2014 

 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 19 

Hair Biology & Pigmentation 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 20 

Translational Skin Biology 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 21 

Lasers and Light Devices for 

Pigmentary Conditions 

Ralf Paus 

Topic to be confirmed 

Birgit Lane 

Topic to be confirmed 

Woraphong Manuskiatti 

Laser Management of Common 

Pigmentary Problems in Asians 

Stephane Commo 

Topic to be confirmed 

 Chee-Leok Goh 

What's New in Tattoo Removal 

Oral Presentations Oral Presentations Oral Presentations 

Afternoon 

Poster Viewing 

Lunch Symposium 

by Sinclair IS Pharma 

  

CONCURRENT SESSION 22 

Albinism & Related 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 23 

Perspectives of Skin Colour 

 

CONCURRENT SESSION 24 

Strategies in Skin Lightening 

Lluis Montoliu 

Increasing the Complexity: 

New Genes and New Types of 

Albinism 

Rashmi Sarkar 

Impact of Pigmentary 

Disorders in Indian Patients 

Kyoung-Chan Park 

New Aspects of Melasma and 

Treatment 

Wei Li 

Mutation of SLC24A5 Causes 

OCA6 

Fatimata Ly 

Topic to be confirmed 

Evangeline Handog 

Skin Lightening Agents: The 

Evidence and my Experience 

 Akimichi Morita 

Topic to be confirmed 

Kiyoshi Sato 

Topic to be confirmed 

Oral Presentations Oral Presentations Oral Presentations 

Coffee Break 

 

PLENARY SESSION 9 & CLOSING REMARKS 

Fitzpatrick Lecture 

Vitiligo Global Issues Consensus Conference Report 

Announcing IPCC2017 - PASPCR 

Closing Address 

End of Day 
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PCMR JOURNAL CORNER 
 

Dear Members of the PASPCR, 
 

In a column for the Japanese Society for 

Pigment Cell Research newsletter, we wrote of 

several challenges that the new arrangement of 

co-editorship entails for PCMR and its service to 

the pigment cell communities. For instance, we 

wrote about the question of balance between 

pigment cell and melanoma papers and between 

original articles and News and Views and 

reviews. We wondered how we can best assure 

that all accepted papers, to whatever field they 

belong, live up to the same high standards. We 

also wondered about the possible detriment on 

manuscript processing times, given that co-

editorship and the mutual consultation makes 

turn-around times necessarily longer. And most 

importantly, we wondered whether we would be 

able to continue to provide a journal that is 

stimulating and fun to read, one where you find 

new insights and ideas, one you look forward to 

each time when it appears on-line or in print. 

So, how have we fared? Well, as the number 

of submissions has gone up, papers dealing 

predominantly with melanoma outnumber those 

focusing strictly on pigment cells by a factor of 

two to one. Nevertheless, the acceptance rate of 

original submissions for both fields is 

approximately the same (about a third). It 

appears, in fact, that the quality of submissions 

is on average similar, regardless of the specific 

field, and hence a similar acceptance rate would 

indicate that reviewers and we as editors apply 

comparable criteria for acceptance. The turn-

around times, however, have become longer, in 

part because the number of submissions have 

gone up, in part because internal pre-review 

takes up additional time. To remedy this 

situation in particular with respect to melanoma 

submissions, we are happy that Andrew Aplin, 

Thomas Jefferson University, Kimmel Cancer 

Center, Philadelphia, has agreed to serve as 

additional Associate Editor. He will be handling 

melanoma manuscripts effective immediately. 

But above all, the major goal of our mission 

is to provide an interesting journal. Have we 

succeeded at this level? Well, one might argue 

that success is in the eye of the beholder, but 

there is an objective measurement of a journal‟s 

importance to the field, and that is its impact 

factor. It is to our great satisfaction, and we hope 

also to the satisfaction of authors and readers, 

that under Ze‟ev Ronai‟s editorship, PCMR‟s 

ISI impact factor has steadily increased, so that 

the journal now occupies second place among 

dermatology journals and has a respectable place 

among oncology journals. Our own 

contributions to the current impact factor are still 

limited but we hope, of course, that we can help 

to maintain it, or better still, further improve it. 

We have all read with interest the “San 

Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment” 

that emphasizes that journal impact factors are 

no surrogate to judge the quality of an individual 

research article and should hence not be used to 

assess an individual author‟s contributions. 

Nevertheless, we would hold that impact factors, 

reflecting average citation rates, are indeed a 

good measure for a journal‟s visibility and 

significance. In that sense, we try our best to 

maintain the high standards of PCMR, which we 

hope will continue to serve as your prime venue 

to make your research results available to a large 

readership. 

To keep the journal interesting and 

attractive, we depend on you, authors, reviewers 

and readers alike, to help us with your 

submissions, critique, comments, and citations. 

In fact, together with your help, we see a bright 

future where PCMR becomes an ever more 

influential journal not only for our own specific 

discipline but areas beyond. And by the way, 

reading of the journal becomes ever more 

attractive. A new text application has been 

released (to begin with for iPad), and enhanced 

PDF formats have been implemented on the 

Wiley Online Library. We invite everybody to 

explore them and make comments to the 

Publisher. 

In this spirit looking forward to a bright 

future, 

 
Heinz Arnheiter, Marcus Bosenberg and Robert 

Kelsh, co-editors PCMR 
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PIGMENTATION COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy: http://www.mygeo.info/karten/802784.jpg

Patient/

Consumer
Research

Industry Academia

Regulatory 
bodies

Medicine

Final 
products 

In this issue, we continue the “Laboratory Updates 

section with a column by Dr. Ivana de la Serna. We hope 

that you will be inspired to take the opportunity to fill us 

in on what is happening in your lab or company. 

Volunteers would be greatly appreciated, just email us at 

paspcr.newsletters@gmail.com. 

This initiative is part of our effort to keep the 

pigmentation community connected and to emphasize 

the importance of collaboration and communication 

between groups. We will keep adding stars on our world 

map below each time you contribute a column about 

your newest research projects. So, let‟s go on a global 

research adventure! 

http://www.mygeo.info/karten/802784.jpg
mailto:paspcr.newsletters@gmail.com
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LABORATORY UPDATES 
 

by Dr. Ivana de la Serna 

 

 
 

Lab Members: From front to back: Shweta Aras (graduate student), Ivana de la Serna (P.I.), Aanchal 

Mehrotra (postdoctoral fellow), Gaurav Mehta (graduate student), Himangi Marathe (former graduate 

student) 

 

My laboratory at the University of Toledo is primarily studying SWI/SNF chromatin remodeling 

enzymes in the regulation of melanocyte differentiation, in photoprotection, and in melanoma. SWI/SNF 

enzymes are multi-subunit complexes that are composed of one of two related ATPases, BRG1 or BRM, and 

9-12 associated factors (BAFs) (Fig. 1). These complexes alter chromatin structure in an ATP dependent 

manner and are involved in the regulation of gene expression, DNA repair, replication, and cell cycle control 

(Vinod Saladi, Marathe et al. 2010). Components of the SWI/SNF complex are essential for mouse 

development and have been implicated in several human cancers. Recent exome studies by the groups of 

Ruth Halaban, Levi Garraway, and Lynda Chin (Hodis, Watson et al. 2012; Krauthammer, Kong et al. 2012) 

have identified genes encoding SWI/SNF components as among those that are frequently mutated in 

melanoma. Some of the components found to have inactivating mutations include BRG1 (SMARCA4), BAF 

180 (PBRM1), BAF200 (ARID2), and BAF250A (ARID1A). Thus, SWI/SNF components may be novel 

targets for prevention or treatment of melanoma. 

file:///D:/IIVS/Papers/In%20work/PASPCR%20Newsletters/Numbers/2014/22(1)/delasernalabupdate.docx%23_ENREF_7
file:///D:/IIVS/Papers/In%20work/PASPCR%20Newsletters/Numbers/2014/22(1)/delasernalabupdate.docx%23_ENREF_3
file:///D:/IIVS/Papers/In%20work/PASPCR%20Newsletters/Numbers/2014/22(1)/delasernalabupdate.docx%23_ENREF_5


PASPCR 

April 2014  
 

   

21 

 
Figure 1: SWI/SNF Chromatin Remodeling Complexes 

 

As a postdoc at the University of Massachusetts, I began my work on melanocytes and melanoma by 

investigating a potential interaction between the Microphthalmia-Associated Transcription Factor (MITF) 

and SWI/SNF enzymes. I found that MITF requires SWI/SNF enzymes to remodel chromatin structure on 

the promoters of melanocyte specific genes and to activate a number of genes that regulate pigmentation in 

an in vitro model of melanocyte differentiation (de la Serna, Ohkawa et al. 2006). In view of the work 

indicating that MITF is a lineage survival oncogene (Garraway, Widlund et al. 2005), my laboratory then 

began investigating the interactions between SWI/SNF and MITF in melanoma. 

A former graduate student Bridget Keenen and a former postdoctoral fellow Huiling Qi later found 

that the SWI/SNF ATPases, BRG1 and BRM, interact with MITF to promote MITF target gene expression 

in melanoma. Interestingly, Bridget and Huiling also found that depletion of the BRM subunit in BRG1 

deficient melanoma cells compromised tumorigenesis. This suggested that although SWI/SNF components 

may have tumor suppressor roles, at least one ATPase is required for tumorigenicity - through interactions 

with MITF (Keenen, Qi et al. 2010). 

Subsequently, a former graduate student, Srinivas Vinod Saladi found that rescuing expression of 

BRG1 in BRG1 deficient melanoma cells promotes survival of melanoma cells that are exposed to ultraviolet 

file:///D:/IIVS/Papers/In%20work/PASPCR%20Newsletters/Numbers/2014/22(1)/delasernalabupdate.docx%23_ENREF_1
file:///D:/IIVS/Papers/In%20work/PASPCR%20Newsletters/Numbers/2014/22(1)/delasernalabupdate.docx%23_ENREF_2
file:///D:/IIVS/Papers/In%20work/PASPCR%20Newsletters/Numbers/2014/22(1)/delasernalabupdate.docx%23_ENREF_4
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radiation or to a DNA damaging agent, by interacting with MITF to activate the melanoma inhibitor of 

apoptosis gene, MLIAP (Saladi, Wong et al. 2013). This work suggested that the status of BRG1 influences 

melanoma chemoresistance. Therefore, we hypothesize that although disrupting mutations in BRG1 occur in 

melanoma, the function of BRG1 as a tumor suppressor is highly context or stage dependent. Thus, rather 

than restoring BRG1 in deficient melanoma cells, a synthetic lethality approach that disrupts the alternative 

ATPase, BRM may be a promising therapeutic strategy for some melanomas. Aanchal Mehrotra, a current 

postdoctoral fellow in the lab has been investigating the regulation of BRM expression and function in 

melanoma. We are also testing this hypothesis in animal models. 

We are also studying SWI/SNF function in melanocyte differentiation and in photoprotection. 

Himangi Marathe, graduate student who recently completed her studies, elucidated interactions between 

SOX10 and BRG1 in melanocytes and Schwann cells. Her work suggests that BRG1 is involved in the 

lineage switch of a bipotent neural crest precursor to either the melanocyte or Schwann cell lineage.   

Shweta Aras, a current graduate student in the lab is working on identifying the SWI/SNF subunits 

that directly interact with MITF as well as elucidating a role for specific SWI/SNF components in 

photoprotection. She is currently investigating how BAF60A, B, and C contribute to the regulation of MITF 

target genes, pigmentation, and in the response to ultraviolet radiation.     

The identification of mutations in a subset of SWI/SNF subunits in multiple exome sequencing 

studies have prompted us to hypothesize that a specialized BRG1 based SWI/SNF complex composed of 

BAF180 (PBRM1) and BAF200 (ARID2) acts as a tumor suppressor in melanocytes by providing protection 

against the damaging effects of ultraviolet radiation. A graduate student, Archit Trivedi and Aanchal 

Mehrotra have been investigating potential interactions between the PBAF complex and p53 while Shweta 

Aras is also exploring the potential involvement of PBAF subunits in DNA repair.  

Although much of the lab‟s efforts are directed toward understanding SWI/SNF function in 

melanocytes and melanoma, we have also been intrigued by potential interactions between SWI/SNF and 

specific isoforms of MITF in the regulation of gene expression in other cell types. Gaurav Mehta, a graduate 

student in the lab has been focusing his efforts on investigating interactions between MITF-H isoforms and 

SWI/SNF in the regulation of genes that are associated with cardiac hypertrophy.   

In addition to SWI/SNF enzymes, we are investigating the role of other chromatin remodeling 

enzymes and chromatin associated proteins in melanocyte differentiation and the response to ultraviolet 

radiation. Archit Trivedi is currently testing a potential requirement for the bromodomain and extra terminal 

(BET) protein, BRD4 in melanogenesis while Gaurav Mehta is studying the protein arginine 

methyltransferase, PRMT5 in the regulation of chromatin structure during melanocyte differentiation. It is 

our goal to elucidate the mechanisms by which these proteins interact with SWI/SNF enzymes and with 

melanocyte specific transcription factors to regulate gene expression in melanocytes. 

 Over the past eight years, my lab at the University of Toledo has been driven primarily by the work 

of graduate students. It has been exciting to see them progress in their studies and in their careers. My first 

graduate student, Bridget Keenen (now Bridget Early) decided to go into industry and is currently the North 

American Field Application Scientist Manager at Thermo Fisher. Srinivas Vinod Saladi is currently working 

as a postdoctoral fellow at Harvard University and Himangi Marathe recently accepted a postdoctoral 

position at St. Jude‟s Children‟s Research Hospital. I am grateful for the contributions of these past members 

and to the ongoing efforts of the current lab members. 
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Contact: 

Dr. Ivana de la Serna 

University of Toledo College of Medicine 

Department of Biochemistry 

and Cancer Biology 

Toledo, OH 43614  U.S.A. 

Phone: 419-383-4111 

E-mail: ivana.delaserna@utoledo.edu 

 

- // - 

 

IN MEMORY OF MASAKO MIZOGUCHI, MD, PhD 
A pioneer, scholar, and shining light for many 

(June 4, 1939 - August 6, 2013) 

 
On August 6, 2013, the Pigment Cell Research community lost one of its shining stars, Professor 

Masako Mizoguchi, MD, PhD, a highly esteemed leader in the Japanese Society for Pigment Cell Research 

and the International Federation for Pigment Cell Research. I was privileged being a member of the 

PanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell Research and the International Federation for Pigment Cell Research 

(IFPCS) to meet distinguished figures from various countries. It was a great honor for me to know Professor 

Mizoguchi, a soft-spoken, kind, and visionary figure in the Pigment Cell Research community. I met Masako 

on many occasions, during the international Pigment Cell conferences and my trips to Japan. The most 

memorable visit was in 2009 when we met at the Annual Meeting of the Tokyo Division of Japanese 

Dermatological Association. She invited me after the meeting to visit her University and introduced me to 

her trainees and colleagues. I remember visiting her in her office and inquiring about why she had posts 

supporting her book shelves, and her explaining that this was to prevent the book shelves and their contents 

from falling in case of earthquakes that often hit Japan. We worked together on an important committee to 

facilitate the founding of the Asian Society for Pigment Cell Research and incorporating it as a sister Society 

to the IFPCS. She was very welcoming of the newly founded Society, and understood the importance of 

establishing a formal Society that will include physicians and scientists from different Asian countries. My 

memory of Masako is her very gentle demeanor, positive encouragement to fellow scientists and 

Dermatologists, especially women. Her elegance and sweet smile that were her trade mark.  

Masako was ahead of her time. After receiving her MD degree in 1964, she earned a PhD in 1969, 

and left her home country, Japan, to New York where she got three-year training in research at the State 

University of New York. Professor Mizoguchi played leadership roles in the Japanese Society for Pigment 

Cell Research, and in the Dermatology community at large. As Chairperson of the Department of 

Dermatology at Saint Marianna University School of Medicine, she established a strong research program, 

and trained many physicians and scientists. Her major research achievements in pigment cell biology include 

her studies on pigmentary disorders, particularly nevus of Ota, regulation of melanoblast development and 

mailto:idelaserna@meduohio.edu
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differentiation, particularly the role of endothelin-1. Professor Mizoguchi was also an expert in other 

dermatologic diseases, including Behcet‟s and Sweet‟s diseases, and atopic dermatitis. Her contributions to 

the pigment cell research community are many, and include her leadership role in the Japanese Society for 

Pigment Cell research, Council member for the IFPCS, Associate Editor for Pigment Cell Research. She 

played an important role in the IFPCS Women‟s Committee. In recognition of her research excellence, she 

was awarded the most prestigious awards from the IFPCS, the Seiji Makoto Memorial Award in 1993, and 

the Myron Gordon Award in 2005.  

Professor Mizoguchi left us a legacy with her high productivity (136 research and clinical 

publications), excellent mentorship, outstanding intellect, and keen vision for academic dermatology and 

pigment cell research. She will remain a role model for female scientists and physicians, and an inspiration to 

us all. At a personal level, I will always miss her friendship and unique smile. 

 

Zalfa Abdel-Malek Ph.D., University of Cincinnati 

 

- // - 

 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
 

About “Unfinished Business”, a Must-Read Book by Joseph T. Bagnara  

 

Anyone interested in tracing the history of pigment cell research and the inception of the Pigment 

Cell Societies and the International Federation? Joseph (Joe) Bagnara‟s book “Unfinished Business: A 

Biologist in the latter Half of the 20
th

 Century” is the book to read, the best choice for any pigment cell 

biology “historian”. 

I came back from a trip out of town to find his book on my bed… It was a gift from my husband who 

knew Joe well since our years in Tuscon, Arizona, at the University of Arizona. 

Just to tell those of you who have not had the pleasure and fortune to meet Joe: to me, he‟s one my 

mentors, and best friends. I met Joe soon after I arrived with my husband to Tucson from Beirut, Lebanon in 

1978. His laboratory was next to that of my advisor, the late Mac E. Hadley. I would see Joe every day… At 

first, I was very fascinated with the tree frogs he kept in his laboratory, and also by the “polka-dot” frogs that 

I then learned are very venomous. Joe taught Embryology at the University of Arizona, a discipline that 

evolved to what we now know as Developmental Biology, a very important discipline in all pigment cell 

societies. His expertise in this area says a lot about his research and tremendous accomplishments. Some of 

Joe‟s major contributions including the identification of different types of pigment cells, mainly in 

amphibians and the regulation of pigmentation in these species. Joe is the one of the founding fathers of the 

International Pigment Cell Federation, and a founding member of the PanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell 

Research. He was the first Editor-in-Chief of Pigment Cell Research, our specialty journal that evolved to 

Pigment Cell and Melanoma Research. 

Joe‟s book is a delight to read. It took me to many parts of the world that Joe and his wife Lou 

traveled to. It introduced me to many characters who made important contribution to the field of 

pigmentation, and who I never had the chance to meet. I wish I have half of Joe‟s opportunity to go on 

sabbatical and be part of how science is conducted in various labs around the globe! The book also brought 

fond memories of persons that I knew and admired, such as Giuseppe Prota, and students that graduated from 

Joe‟s lab and have now very prominent positions, such as Sally Frost, the President of University of Iowa. 

The book is not an ordinary autobiography. It spans a very vivid and interesting era in the history of pigment 

cell research in the second half of the 20
th

 century. It is very insightful for those of us who are now “senior” 
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in our favorite research area: pigment cell biology, as well as new comers who did not witness its 

progression and evolution. I recommend reading this book, and learning the valuable lessons of comparative 

pigment cell research, and how much we learned from frog pigmentation. The book can be purchased from 

Amazom.com. Joe, you did it again: leaving us a legacy of your professional life, and historical narration that 

will enlighten our path as we move forward in our careers and lives. 

 

Zalfa Abdel-Malek Ph.D., University of Cincinnati 

- // - 

 

POSITIONS WANTED/AVAILABLE 
 

Postings for Positions Wanted will be open only to members of the PanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell 

Research (PASPCR) or its sister Societies (ASPCR, JSPCR and ESPCR). Postings for Positions Available 

will be open to all individuals and institutions so long as the position is related to pigment cell research. 

Please send postings to paspcr.newsletters@gmail.com.  

 

The postings will remain on the Positions Wanted and Available section of the PASPCR Newsletter and on 

the web page for 1 year, unless other arrangements are made. Please provide an expiration date for any 

submitted posting if less than 1 year. Final decisions will be made by the Publications Committee of the 

PASPCR. 

 

Position Available 

 

POSTDOCTORAL POSITION AT NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
 

A post-doctoral position is available to study vitiligo and pigmentation disorders at NYU School of Medicine 

under the mentorship of Drs. Seth J. Orlow and Prashiela Manga. Our work is focused on delineating stress 

response signaling in melanocytes with a particular interest in stressors that trigger vitiligo (See Cheng et al. 

Pigment Cell Melanoma Res. 2013. 26(6):826-34 and Toosi et al. J Invest Dermatol. 2012. 132(11):2601-9). 
 

We are seeking a highly motivated individual with a strong interest in melanocyte biology who is committed 

to a career in the area of cutaneous biology and skin disease. Applicants must have a PhD degree in 

biochemistry, cell/molecular biology or pharmacology or a related field (applicants must be in the process of 

completing their doctoral requirements or within 6 months of doing so) and expertise in cell and molecular 

biology techniques. Applicants must be US citizens or permanent residents in order to qualify for support 

from a T32 training grant. Interested applicants should send their curriculum vitae, a statement of research 

interest and contact information for at least three references to: prashiela.manga@nyumc.org. 

mailto:paspcr.newsletters@gmail.com
https://sm.webmail.pair.com/src/compose.php?send_to=prashiela.manga%40nyumc.org
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2014 PASPCR MEMBERSHIP LIST 
 

 

Dear PASPCR members, 

Thank you for supporting our Society and paying 

your dues in time!  

 

Prashiela Manga 

 

 

The PASPCR Membership List is published in the 

April number of the PASPCR Newsletter. 

However, the membership is updated 

continuously and the names and addresses of new 

members and any changes in members’ contacts 

are published during the year in the remaining 

two issues. Therefore, please inform the 

Secretary/Treasurer of any changes in your 

contact info that happen during the year so we 

could communicate them to the members through 

the Newsletter. 
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